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KUDZOO THE GORILLA IS EXPECTING! 
The late Willie B. expected to have another grandchild in 2011 

ATLANTA – November 30, 2010 – One of Atlanta’s best-loved animal families may welcome a brand-new 
addition in 2011. Kudzoo, a 16-year-old western lowland gorilla, is expecting her second infant. The 
newborn will be the third grandchild of the legendary late Willie B.  

The Animal Management and Veterinary Teams estimate that Kudzoo is two months into her pregnancy. 
Gorilla gestation averages 8.5 months, suggesting a birth in late spring 2011. The Veterinary Team is 
monitoring Kudzoo closely and is conducting monthly pregnancy tests, as she is known to have experienced 
a miscarriage earlier this year.  

“We are very excited about Kudzoo’s infant, particularly given that generations of Atlantans have followed 
this family, all the way back to Willie B.,” said Dwight Lawson, PhD, Deputy Director.  

Born February 8, 1994, Kudzoo won hearts throughout the city as the celebrated firstborn of Willie B., who 
passed away in 2000. All four of her siblings – Olympia, 14; Sukari, 12; Willie B. Jr., 12; and Lulu, 11 – still 
reside at Zoo Atlanta, as does Kudzoo’s mother, Choomba. Kudzoo and her mate, 21-year-old silverback 
Taz, have one previous offspring, Macy Baby, 4. Willie B.’s second grandchild, male Gunther, is the 
offspring of Taz and Sukari.  

Zoo Atlanta is home to the nation’s largest collection of western lowland gorillas, with 23 individuals living in 
distinct social groups, and is a recognized center of excellence for the care and research of these critically 
endangered great apes. Since the opening of The Ford African Rain Forest in 1988, 18 gorillas have been 
born at the Zoo, 16 of whom still live on grounds. Four of the Zoo’s gorillas – Ozzie, 49; Choomba, 49; Ivan, 
48; and Shamba, 51 – are beloved senior citizens, as gorillas are considered geriatric after the age of about 
35.  



Individuals, schools and groups can support the stewardship of western lowland gorillas at Zoo Atlanta, as 
well as help support efforts for their counterparts in the wild, by sponsoring a gorilla through Rare Care. Visit 
zooatlanta.org for details and program benefits.  
 
 
About Zoo Atlanta 
An accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), Zoo Atlanta inspires value and preservation of wildlife 
through a unique mix of education and outdoor family fun. From well-known native wildlife to critically endangered species on the 
brink of extinction, the Zoo offers memorable close encounters with more than 1,000 animals from around the world. The Zoo’s 
newest attraction, Trader’s Alley: Wildlife’s Fading Footprints, featuring the debut of two new sun bears, opened in June 1010. Other 
highlights include the nation’s largest collection of western lowland gorillas, the nation’s largest zoological collection of orangutans 
and a global center of excellence for the care and study of vanishing reptiles and amphibians. Zoo Atlanta is also proud to be one of 
only four zoos in the U.S. that giant pandas call home. The Zoo is open daily with the exceptions of Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Day. Keeper talks, interactive wildlife shows, education programs and special events run year-round. For more information, call 
404.624.WILD or visit zooatlanta.org.   
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