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BORNEAN ORANGUTAN BORN AT ZOO ATLANTA  

 
ATLANTA – April 1, 2010 – North America’s foremost zoological collection of orangutans has made room 
for a brand-new redhead. Miri, an 18-year-old Bornean orangutan, gave birth to an infant on March 30, 
2010. The Animal Management and Veterinary Teams continue to observe mother and newborn closely to 
monitor the infant’s condition. Although Miri is an experienced mother, it is not yet clear that the infant is 
thriving.  
 
The new arrival is only the second Bornean orangutan born at Zoo Atlanta. Six-year-old Satu, born to Miri 
and her mate Sulango in November 2003, remains with his mother and new sibling. The bond between 
infants and their mothers is particularly strong in orangutans, which are second only to humans in their 
length of dependent childhood.  
 
“Zoo Atlanta is delighted and very excited about the birth of Miri’s baby,” said Dr. Dwight Lawson, Senior 
Vice President of Collections, Education and Conservation. “Every animal birth is important; however, a 
baby orangutan is significant, particularly as the newest representative of an endangered species.”  
 
Zoo Atlanta houses the nation’s largest zoological collection of orangutans, now with 11 individuals living in 
separate family groups. Lori Perkins, Director of Animal Programs, chairs the Orangutan Species Survival 
Plan (SSP).   
 
Native to the island of Borneo in Indonesia, Bornean orangutans are endangered because of habitat 
conversion to palm oil plantations, over-harvesting of timber and human encroachment. Bornean 
orangutans are more numerous than their critically endangered Sumatran counterparts, also represented at 
Zoo Atlanta, but experts predict that both could be extinct in 10 years without targeted conservation efforts.  
 
Stay tuned to zooatlanta.org for updates on when Members and guests will be able to see Miri and her new 
infant.  
 
About Zoo Atlanta 



An accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), Zoo Atlanta inspires value and preservation of wildlife through a unique mix 
of education and outdoor family fun. From well-known native wildlife to critically endangered species on the brink of extinction, the Zoo offers 
memorable close encounters with more than 1,000 animals from around the world. An all-new carnivore complex, featuring the exciting debut of two 
new sun bears, is scheduled to open in summer 2010. Zoo Atlanta is also the proud home of Xi Lan, the only giant panda cub born in the U.S. in 
2008, and the popular Boundless Budgies: A Parakeet Adventure, the largest interactive experience of its kind in the Southeast. Other highlights 
include the nation’s largest collection of great apes and a global center of excellence for the care and reproduction of vanishing amphibians and 
reptiles. Zoo Atlanta is open daily with the exceptions of Thanksgiving and Christmas Day. Keeper talks, interactive wildlife shows, education 
programs and special events run year-round. For more information, call 404.624.WILD or visit zooatlanta.org.   
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