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WESTERN LOWLAND GORILLA BORN AT ZOO ATLANTA
Nationally-renowned mother gets another chance at parenthood

ATLANTA - May 23, 2010 - The great ape whose name has become synonymous with motherhood has a
new outlet for her considerable parenting skills. Kuchi, a 25-year-old western lowland gorilla, gave birth to
an infant overnight. The newborn is the third offspring for Kuchi and 20-year-old silverback Taz, who is also
the father of fraternal twins Kali and Kazi, 4.

“Kuchi has demonstrated over the years that she is a truly remarkable mother,” says Dr. Dwight Lawson,
Senior Vice President of Collections, Education and Conservation. “We're excited about seeing her
demonstrate those qualities with another new baby, and particularly about seeing Kali and Kazi interact with
their new sibling.”

With the births of Kali and Kazi in 2005, Kuchi achieved national attention as the only known gorilla in
captivity ever to rear twins independently — a distinction she still holds. She also has two adult offspring,
Stadi, 19, and Lulu, 10.

Home to the nation’s largest collection of gorillas, Zoo Atlanta has an international reputation for social and
behavioral research on the critically endangered species. Kuchi's infant is the 18" western lowland gorilla
born at the Zoo since the opening of The Ford African Rain Forest in 1988.

Kuchi and her new infant are on exhibit now.

About Zoo Atlanta

An accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), Zoo Atlanta inspires value and preservation of wildlife through a unique mix
of education and outdoor family fun. From well-known native wildlife to critically endangered species on the brink of extinction, the Zoo offers
memorable close encounters with more than 1,000 animals from around the world. An all-new carnivore complex, featuring the exciting debut of two
new sun bears, is scheduled to open in summer 2010. Zoo Atlanta is also the proud home of Xi Lan, the only giant panda cub born in the U.S. in



2008, and the popular Boundless Budgies: A Parakeet Adventure, the largest interactive experience of its kind in the Southeast. Other highlights
include the nation’s largest collection of great apes and a global center of excellence for the care and reproduction of vanishing amphibians and
reptiles. Zoo Atlanta is open daily with the exceptions of Thanksgiving and Christmas Day. Keeper talks, interactive wildlife shows, education
programs and special events run year-round. For more information, call 404.624.WILD or visit zooatlanta.org.
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